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By Chris Schauble

Svecial 10 The Washinaton Post

BALTIMORE; Jan. 7—A federal

nel murdered him for this réason. She.
sald she hoped her suit would shed

judge here today rebuffed an El Paso,
Tex., widow seeking to sue the Army,
the CM and FBI for allegedly con-
spiring ing to kill her husband, an Army.
intelligence double agent who was
clectrocuted in a motel room near
Yort George G. Meade in April 1976.
U.S. District Judge Edward S. Nor-
throp invoked a legal principle known
as the Ieres Doctrme to rule that the:

military and civilian superiors of |

‘Ralph J. Sigler, the agent, cannot be
sued for damages because Sigler’s. “al-
leged injuries were incurred incident
to service.”

In a two-vear legal battle, Sigler's
widow, llse Sigler, and her daughter,
Karin Mears, sought $100,000 in dam-.
ages as a result of Sigler’s mysterious
death on April 13, 1976, a month be-
fore his 48th birthday and three
months before his planned retirement,

Sigler, whose job was to sell mis-
le'\dm'f information to Soviets, was

found dead at a motel in Jessup, Md.

Electrical wiring, stripped of its insu- i
- lation, was wrapped around his upper :

arms and plugged into a wall socket.

'\Iaryland police and Army authori-
ties- concluded that Sigler committed
'sulude

For 10 years he had dealt with the !

Russians, identifying their agents in
this- country and abroad by selling
them military secrets, often fabri-
cated, ahout Amerman radar and mis-
sile systems. o
Then, durm" a debrlefmg he
flunked a lie detector test about his
activities with the Russians. He was
sent to Fort Meade, where he was in-
terrogated for nine days, according to
Mrs. Sigler. :
Then, he was found dead. Army psy

chiatrists concluded in an official re- |

port that he “was not mentally re-
" sponsible at the time of the act which
caused his death.”
~ But Mrs. Sigler belleved that Army
intelligence had done “something
wrong,” that her husband knew too
much about it and that Army person-

light'on the matter.

According to James Kenkel, Mrs. Si-
gler’s- attorney, the doctrine invoked
by the judge applies solely because Si-
gler “was on active duty in the mili-
tary on military orders and ordered to
Fort Meade.”

Kenkel said he plans an appeal and
called the Feres Doctrine. “a .throw-
back.to the days when the king could
do no wrong. I think that’s too harsh -
in this day.and age.

“Look at all the recent abuses,
Kenkel continued. “We -have big
Watergates and little Watergates and
we've learned thaf national security is
a shield for-a whole host of wrongdo-
ings. A complete shield is wonderful.
You can do anything.”

Richard R. Beauchemin, one of the
defense attorneys, said, “Our hearts
and sympathies go out to the individ-
ual and rightly so. But sometimes you
just have to stand back and say wait a
minute, the whole community could
go d0wn the drain.

“My God, we'd never I)e able tol

- function without it [the Feres Doe-

trine], " said Beauchemin. “My com-

’ ments, I guess, would be called wav-

ing ‘the flag. But these are necessary

v requirements’ for-our country heing

able- to operate m an mternatxonal
sphere.”

The judge also :denied a request by
Mrs. Sigier that the Army return ma--
terials it confiscated from her house
in what she called “an illegal search |
and’ seizure. He "said the materials,
which he inspected ‘in his chambers
could jeopardize national security.

. But Northrup did not dismiss. the

_entire case. He said Mrs. Sigler and

her daughter could still sue for dam-
ages possibly suffered as a result of
the search and seizure if the govern-
ment would not be jeopardizing na-
tional security by naming the agents
who took the materials.

But Kenkel claimed that the heart
of the suit “has been gutted with the
ruling on Feres ... We can't even |

‘question how he [Sigler] died.”
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